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wit might understand." This may seem to throw the emphasis where it 
is not needed. Or it may be objected that ^povSiv with vcoyvos is a con- 
tradiction in terms; cf. Choeph. 753 where an infant is defined as to /ir} 
<f>povovv; but the oxymoron is no more adventurous than the revealing of 
wisdom "to babes and sucklings." 
III. Agamemnon 1172: 

Sidgwick approves (but does not admit into his text) Miller's ingenious 

conjecture: 

iyi) Si dep/iiiv oi ardrf iv viSif PaXd; 

May not c/xe lurk in e/i7rc8<^? If so, read: 

fyi) Si Bepiiimvi '"''x' if'i iriSoi pd\w. 

woXiv ijiev in the previous line is contrasted with iyto 8c ... . «/*« — "The 
city has fallen, soon I too shall fall." In lines 1139, 1149, 1161, and here 
Cassandra returns, after each comparison, to the frank, physical dread 
of her own violent death and, after her subsequent long speech, she 
prays, at 1293-94, that she may die " unconvulsed," by one swift stroke. 
The unusual word Otp/iovovi, in which lies the chief diiBculty, may look 
forward to this. 

For the loc. iriSoi (or dat. 7re'8<p) cf. Eur. I.A. 39, piWeis re ircScji (iriSoi) 
■jrevKj;v and the use of irHrro) (=pass. of jSoAAd)) Aesch. Choeph. 48, Treo-ovros 
aifmroi jre'Soi and Eum. 479 viSot vecriov, etc. The pregnant use of iv with 
dative is not reinforced by such Homeric parallels (incompletely cited 
by L. and S.; vide sub art. "iv") as also contain the loc. xa/ml e.g. II. 4. 
482, fv Kovir/cn x"-!""' ""ccrev with II. 5. 583, and Jl. 5. 588, x'^'t"'-^ fiaXov Kovtijcri; 
although other examples, when the loc. is not added, support Miller's 
emendation as well as Aesch. Fragm. 183: /*j;S' o'/mitos Trin<j».ya wpoi ire8<j» 

The singular o-Tai = "a drop" is unknown, and the position of the 
interrogative oi hardly seems felicitous. 

Finally, rax" seems to be essential. Cf. the corresponding line, 1161, 
in the strophe and iv rdx^ in 1240. Cassandra reiterates to the chorus 
the nearness of her dooni. For i/j-e — ifuivrov cf. Kiihner-Gerth Griech. 
Gram. II, i, 559. 

Fbangis Gr. Allinson 

Bbown University 

PLAUTUS Asinaria 374 

In scheming to provide the necessary money for the purchase of 
Philaenium, the slaves Libanus and Leonida plan that the latter shall, 
by personating Saurea the atriensis, receive the twenty minae that the 
mercator is going to pay that worthy for the asses. As the overseer of 
the slave familia, Saurea enjoys, among other privileges, that of beating 
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the other slaves. So Leonida admonishes Libanus that if, while playing 
the rdle of Sanrea, he should cuff him on the cheek, he should not be 
angry. Libanus, having no relish for such treatment, vehemently ex- 
claims : 

373. Hercle uero tu cauebis ne me attingas, si sapis, 

Ne hodie malo cum ausplcio nomen commutaueris. 

It is evident that Libanus here intends to suggest some such play 
upon the newly assumed name as will make it one of unlucky omen to its 
new bearer. The only explanation I have found in the editions is the 
suggestion of Colerus, given by Taubmann,' repeated by Gronovius and 
ignored by later commentators. According to this, Saurea suggests 
Taurea, in the sense of a lash of rawhide. 

In place of this I should offer the following. • In the Greek original 
of the play, the Onagos of Demophilus {vid. prol. 10 f.), this name 
Saurea would at once suggest a-avpa, "lizard." Many species of this 
animal are marked with stripes, lateral or longitudinal, or spots, upon 
the back or sides, or both. In fact all the lizards named by Boulenger^ 

1 " C. Colerus, meus olim Heilsbrunae in his studiis consecraneus, putabat allu- 
sum ad vocem Taurea, quae loreum etiam flagellum significet, quod Pseud. Act I, 2, 
terginum appellet, i>iu>pip<ri.vov ; TertulUanus : ' alii inter Tenatorum taureas scapulis 
patientissimis inambulaverunt.' " 

2 Catalogue of the Lizards in the British Museum, by George Albert Boulenger, 
3 vols., 1885-87. In this work we find the following lizards assigned to Greece proper : 

A. Family Gbckonidae : 

1. Cfymnodactylui kotschyi, with angular transverse bands. 

2. Hemidactylus turcicus, with dark spots. 

B. Family Anguidae: 

1. Ophisaurus apus, with dark-brown undulated cross bands on the back and 
vertical bars on the sides of the head. 
0. Family Lacebtipae : 

1. Lacerta viridis maior, with three or five yellowish longitudinal streaks, usually 

disappearing in adults, which are speckled with black. 

2. Lacerta peloponnesiaca, with blackish spots or longitudinal streaks. 

3. Lacerta muralis tiliguerta, with black spots or blackish and whitish streaks 

along the back and usually a large black ocellus with blue center above the 
axilla. 

4. Lacerta danfordii, speckled or reticulated with black, spotted sides. 

5. Algiroides nigropunctatus, with black spots. 

6. Algiroides moreoticus, with black and white spots and yellowish streak along 

each side of body. 
D. Family Scincidae : 

1. Ablepharus pannonieus, with a blackish light-edged lateral streak on each side. 

2. Ophiomorus punctatissimus, has sides crowded with black spots and each ven- 

tral scale has a large brown dot. 

3. Chalcides oceMatus, with dark or light ocelli, sometimes confluent into irregu- 

lar transverse bands. 
Other lizards mentioned as found in lands distinctively Greek in classical times are : 

A. Family Agamidae : 1, Agamo stellio. 

B. Family Amphisbbnidae : 1, Blanus strau/ihii; 2, Blanus bedriagae. 

0. Family Lacbbtidae : 1, Lacerta viridis sfrigafa; 2, Lacerta parva; S, Lacerta 
taurica; 4, Acanthodactylus schreiberi; 5, Ophiops elegans; 6, Ophiops 
schlueteri. 

D. Family Scincidae : 1, Mabuia septentaeniata; 2, Chalcides tridactylus. 

E. Family Ohamaeleontidae : 1, Chamaeleon vulgaris. 
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as found in either Greece proper or such Greek lands as the coasts of 
Asia Minor, Cyprus, the Ionian Islands, etc., are so marked. There can 
be no doubt that some, if not most or all of these, represent varieties 
known to the ancients. 

The classical writers have a fair number of references to the lizard, 
but little in the way of a description of its personal appearance. 
Dioscorides (2. 70) tells us that some call the trjji/' also aavpa xaA.Kt8uci7. 
Aristotle (Hist. Anim. 8. 24, 3) says of it : kcu. i) KaXovfian/i ;^aXKis vn-o nvotv, 
vTTo B' mW ([t-yi'ts. The Scholiast on Nicander's Theriaca, 817, explains 
this name: KoXarai 8i koI ;^aA.Kts- ?;^a yap em tov vootov ;^aA.Ktf owas pd^Baui. 
The description given by Pliny, N.H., xxix. 5, is similar: "lacerta aeneas 
in tergo virgas habens." 

Saurea, then, suggests a-avpa and this in turn suggests the pdfiBoi or 
the ocelli as familiar and characteristic marks of the lizards of Greece. 
Hence Libanus means: "Hit me and I'll make a real o-avpa of you," i.e., 
he will cover him with stripes with a rod or with black and blue spots 
with his fists. The stripes would seem preferable because of the play 
upon the word pajSSos in the thought of the Greek original. Any lizard, 
however, whether striped, or spotted, or both, aptly serves to explain the 
name ' and the omen. As a literary analogue we may compare Herondas 
iii. 89, aA,\' ecTTiv vSpijs woiKiXioTepos ttoAA^, spoken with reference to 
Cottalus, the laggard schoolboy, after the flogging by his teacher 
Lampriscus. 

Samuel Grant Oliphant 

Olivet College 



THE MEANING OF KYKAOS IN PLATO, BEP. 424 A 

Kol jx-qv, ^irov, TroXxTtla, Idvirtp awai op/xiqarr] eS, ipxcTai uxrirep kvkXos av^a- 
vop^vr). 

In the many commentaries and conjectures on this passage the simple 
and, I think, certain meaning has been missed. The error has arisen 
from the attempt to find a distinct physical image in kvkXos. No con- 
crete metaphor of hoop or wheel (Jowett and Campbell) or circle widen- 
ing in water, or even of the actual drawing of a mathematical circle is 
intended. The familiar passages about the "cycle of existence," whether 
in the heavens, the elements, the seasons, or the diroKaToo-Too-is of human 

1 Certainly the omen, if not also the name. The explanation of Saurea as a slave 
name connoting the idea of one who is as striped or spotted as a aaipa as the result of 
floggings or cuffings would seem at least as probable as that of K. Schmidt, Hermes 
XXXVII, 206, connecting the name with aaipa as a metonym of vriot in the Anthology 
and erotic writers. Our interpretation of the passage in the Asinaria is, however, 
entirely independent of the origin of the name. 



